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The Montgomery bus
boycott made King
famous, and he became
very busy. He helped
form a new organization,
the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference
(SCLC), dedicated to
working for civil rights,
and he became its leader.
He wrote a book about
the boycott. While he was
signing copies of it in a
New York City bookstore,
a mentally ill woman
stabbed him in the chest
with a letter opener. His
doctor told him that if he
had sneezed, he could
have died. The assault
confirmed King’s aware-
ness that he faced ene-
mies and possible death.

Y Wane King was IN THE HOSPITAL,
he received many letters. One he
would never forget read;

Dear Dr. King:

I am a ninth-grade student at the
White Plains High School. While
it should not matter, I would like
io mention that I am a white girl.
I read in the paper of your misfor-
tune, and of your suffering. And 1
read that if you had sneezed, you
would have died. And I'm simply
writing you to say that I'm so
happy that you didn’t sneeze.

‘ 3 'y
Sit-ins
A In 1960, rovn
black students sat
at a lunch counter
in Greensboro,
North Carolina,
and asked for cof-
fee and dough-
nuts. They were
told to leave but
stayed until clos-
ing. The next day,
they returned with
more students.
Soon, black and
white students all
over the South
were taking part
in sit-ins. People
jeered at them.
Some poured
drinks or dumped
food on them. The
students had been
trained in nonvio-
lent resistance
and did not fight
back. In Atlanta,
King joined the
sit-ins and was
again arrested.

SIPIY WOPIdL]

A In 1961, voune
people tested the
Supreme Court’s
rufing that blacks
and whites share
the same facilities
at bus terminals,
because in prac-
tice, in the South,
the law was ig-
nored. Blacks and
whites boarded
buses in Wash-
ington, D.C. As
they traveled into
the South, these

people, who be-
came known as
Freedom Riders,
were beaten. One
bus was bombed.
In Montgomery,
the Riders spent
an anxious night
in Ralph Aberna-
thy’s church while
whites rioted out-
side. King spent
the night with
them. Above, Na-
tional Guardsmen
protect riders.
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15, 1963, Bir-
mingham’s Six-
teenth Street
Baptist Church
Sunday School

> BirMiNGHAM’S
police commis-
sioner, Eugene
“Bull” Connor,
lost patience with
the demonstra-
| tors. Policemen
and firemen
turned high-
powered hoses on
| the marchers and
I set police dogs
against them.
Newspapers pub-
| lished pictures of
the violence, and

was bombed.
Four children
were killed. Sarah
Jean Collins, one
of the 20 injured
children, was
struck in the eyes
by flying glass.
Her sister was
murdered. Rioting
followed. Two
blacks were killed,
and many blacks
and whites were
injured.

people around the
world were revolt-
ed. On a Sunday
afternoon, Connor
ordered his men
to turn the hoses
on a group of
blacks kneeling in
prayer. The police
officers and fire
fighters refused.
The blacks stood
up and bravely
continued their
march while Con-
nor looked on.

Birmingham, Alabama

Y In 1963, Bir-
mingham was one
of the most seg-
regated cities in
the U.S. King

“The

children . *“-

understood -

the stakes o\"

they were

chose it for an
important cam-
paign. Although a
terrible price was
paid in human

fighting .. "

for.”

A In BIRmiNGHAM,
blacks marched
peacefully to pro-
test segregation.
Time and again,
they were arrest-
ed. On Good Fri-
day, April 12,

life, the campaign
was ultimately a
success. In 1964,
President Johnson
signed into law a
Civil Rights Bill
that made segre-
gation illegal

Var® Py .{'p_;."'r .:.l S

throughout the
U.S. Below, King
addresses a rally
at the Sixteenth
Street Baptist
Church, head-
quarters for the
campaign.

1963, King and
Abernathy were

arrested. King was

thrown into soli-
tary confinement.
He was not even

allowed to make a

phone call.

A Wren Kine was
released after
eight days, he
continued the
marches. More
and more people
were arrested.
High school stu-

dents joined in, l
and their younger

siblings begged to

become part of

the campaign.

Some who were

arrested were

only six years old.



A Tue FIFTEENTH
Amendment to
the Constitution,
passed in 1870,
guaranteed that
United States citi-
zens could not be
denied the right to
vote “on account
of race, color, or
previous condi-
tions of servi-
tude.” However,
it was very hard
for black men to
register to vote.
Even after the
Nineteenth
Amendment gave
women the right
to vote in 1920,

black men and
women often
waited all day in
line to register,
only to be turned
away by rude offi-
cials. Blacks were
required to pass
complicated tests
showing they
could read. The
tests were filled
with guestions
that few whites
could answer.
Many blacks who
tried to register
were threatened.
Some were beat-
en. Some were

A Way pip voTinG
matter? Without
the right to vote,
blacks had no
hope of changing
their government.

-

There would be

no black sherifis,

judges, or may-
ors. And elected
white officials

would be more

8
.

R

likely to respeet

the rights of

blacks whe were
voters. After all,
they would owe

peaple who elect-
ed them. King
wanted to make
the right to vote
available to all
blacks, and he
chose Selma,
Alabama, to be
his campait

Selma, he led
hundreds to the
cothass i

- They were ar

ed. King was
arrested again,

oo, for parading

without a permit.

their jobs to the

In 1964, Martin Luther
King, Jr., won the Nobel
Peace Prize. This impor-
tant award is given almost
every year to the person,
people, or organization
most responsible for pro-
moting peace. King, at age

thirty-five. was the young-
est person ever to receive
the prize. In December, he
set off with family and
friends to Oslo, Norway,
where the award ceremony
took place. On his return,
King was showered with




“I believe firmly

that love is
a transforming
power that

can lift a whole

community to
new horizons
of fair play,
goodwill,

and justice.”

A Ou Sunoay,
March 7. 1965,
blacks planned

a march from
Selma to the state
capital in Mont-

gomery, where
they wanted to
present Governor
George Wallace
with their com-
plaints, On their

honors. The city of Atlanta,
where he lived, gave him a
dinner. Together, blacks
and whites sang the civil
rights movement’s anthem,
“We Shall Overcome.”
Only a few years before,
King had been arrested in

first attempt. state
QOPErS vi

Lyndon

Johnson was
rified, too,

spoke out, saying
“It is not just
Negroes, but real-
ly ali of us, who
must gvercome
the crippling lega-
cy of bigotry and
injustice. And:
shall overco;

Atlanta for trying to eat at
an all-white lunch counter.
At the dinner, King said,
“l must confess that I have
enjoyed being on this
mountaintop and I am
tempted to want to stay
here and retreat to a more

quiet and serene life. But
something within reminds
me that the valley calls me
in spite of all its agonies,
dangers, and frustrating
moments.” The valley he
was headed to, this time,
was a place called Selma.




“If you want
to say that | was
a drum major,
say that | was
a drum major
for justice;
say that | was
a drum major
for peace;

I was a drum
major for
righteousness.”

T —

A On Arnu 4,

his aides at the
Lorraine Motel.

Late in the after-
noon, he dressed

for dinner, then

stepped out onto
the balcony and

spoke with the
people in the

parking lot below.
Suddenly a shot

rang out, and

King worked with

King slumped to
the ground. His
friend Ralph
Abernathy rushed
to his side and
tried to comfort
him. An ambu-
lance took King to
St. Joseph's
Hospital, where
he was declared
dead at 7:05 p.m.
He was thirty-nine
years old.

The Assassination of Martin Luther King, Ji
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A In EBENEZER
Church, Ralph
Abernathy played
a recording of a
famous speech
King had deliv-
ered. In it, he
explained what he
would like men-

tioned at his
funeral. He had
said, “l don’t want
a long funeral.
And if you get
someone to deliv-
er the eulogy, tell
them not to talk
too long.... Tell

them not to men-
tion that | have

a Nobel Peace
Prize, that isn’t
important.... I'd
like somebody to
say that day that
Martin Luther
King, Jr., tried to

love somebody ...
that | did try to
feed the hungry
... to clothe those
who were naked
... that | tried to
love and serve
humanity.”




Drum Major |18 CHIIE

In 1967, Martin Luther
King was busy planning a
new march on Washington,
called the Poor People’s
Campaign, which would
bring thousands of blacks
and whites to the capital
to demand jobs and fair
pay. He had traveled north
to Chicago, in a quest to
end segregation in the
schools and unfair housing
practices there. And he
had begun to actively
oppose the war in
Vietnam. His work on the
Poor People’s Campaign
was interrupted when
garbage workers in
Memphis, Tennessee, went
on sirike. They needed
someone prominent to take
on their cause, and an old
friend of King’s asked him
to be that person. In
March of 1968, King led
six thousand in a march
through Memphis. Toward
the rear, young blacks
started to throw rocks and
break windows. Looting
began. King was rushed to
safety, but he knew he had
to return to Memphis and
finish what he had begun.

()

Martin Luther

King, Jr., tried to end
racism through deseg-
regation and by assur-
ing blacks the right

to vote. What do you
think is needed to

end racism today?

A THE SEARCH FOR
King’s assassin
led to an escaped
convict, James
Earl Ray. He was
found in London,
sent to Memphis,
and tried for the
murder. Found
guitty, he was
sentenced to 99
years. Ray
escaped from jail
in 1977 and a
manhunt began.
He was found in
just a few days
and returned to
prison. He died

on April 23, 1998.

A Kms’s corrin
was put on a
wagon and two
mules pulled it
across Atlanta to
Morehouse
College, where he

was buried. Fifty
thousand mourn-
ers marched
behind it. The
mules and the
wagon were a
symbol of King’s
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< On ArrL 3,
1968, King was in
Memphis, where
he delivered one
of his most mov-
ing speeches to a
crowd of two
thousand people.
He said, “Like
anybody, | would
like to live a long
life. But I'm not
concerned about
that now.” He
went on, “I've
been to the
mountaintop.

I've seen the
Promised Land.
And | may not get
there with you.
But { want you to
know tonight that
we as a people
will get to the
Promised Land.
And I'm happy
tonight. I'm not
worried about
anything. Mine
eyes have seen
the glory of the
coming of the

Poor People’s
Campaign. So
were the work
clothes that
many of King’s
aides wore.




MORE ON MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR.

Books For GHILDREN

= Rosemary Bray, Martin Luther
King, Mulberry Books, 1997.

w Jan Colbert (editor), Dear Dr. King:
Letters from Today’s Children to Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., Hyperion
Books for Children, 2000.

« Margaret Davidson, / Have a
Dream: The Story of Martin Luther
King, Scholastic, 1986.

@& James Haskins, The Day Martin
Luther King, Jr., Was Shot: A Photo
History of the Civil Rights Movement,
Scholastic, 1992.

« Ellen Levine, /f You Lived at the
Time of Martin Luther King,
Scholastic, 1994.

w |ra Peck, The Life and Words of
Martin Luther King, Jr., Scholastic,
2000.

w Faith Ringgold, My Dream of Martin
Luther King, Dragonfly, 1998.

Books For ApuLrs

@ Taylor Branch, Parting the Waters:
America in the King Years 1954-63,
Touchstone Books, 1989.

- ., Pillar of Fire:
America in the King Years 1963-65,
Touchstone Books, 1999.

@ Clayborne Carson (editor), The
Autobiography of Martin Luther King,
Jr., Warner Books, 1998.

w David J. Garrow, Bearing the
Cross: Martin Luther King, Jr., and
the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, Quill, 1999.

@ Charles Johnson and Bob
Adelman, King: The Photobiography
of Martin Luther King, Jr., Viking
Studio, 2000.

@ Coretta Scott King, My Life with
Martin Luther King, Jr., Holt,
Rinehart & Winston, 1969.

« Stephen B. Oates, Let the Trumpet
Sound: A Life of Martin Luther King,
Jr., HarperPerennial, 1994.

w Flip Schulke and Penelope
McPhee, King Remembered, Pocket
Books, 1986.

« James Melvin Washington (editor),
A Testament of Hope: The Essential
Writings of Martin Luther King, Jr,
HarperCollins, 1991.

Ortxer Resources
@ The King Center: hitp://www.
thekingcenter.org.
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1 A MIONUMENT

-

George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, and Thomas Jefferson all have
memorials in our nation’s capital. Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, and
Theodore Roosevelt are carved into Mount Rushmore. How would you honor
Martin Luther King, Jr—with a menument, a statue, a poem?

In this space, design a memarial for Martin Luther King, Jr.

1929

N 1954

1955

i 1963

1964

1965

1968

WRITE THE LETTER OF EACH OF THESE

~ EVENTS NEXT TO THE CORRECT YEAR:
A. Bus boycott begins

B. 15th Amendment gives vote
to black men

C. “I Have a Dream” speech

B. Supreme Court rules
“separate but equal”

E. King is assassinated

F. King receives Nobel Peace
Prize

6. Emancipation Proclamation

H. Voting Rights Bill is passed

I. Supreme Court rules
“separate but equal” schools
are unconstitutional

J. Kingis born
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HE HAD A DREAM

Fill in the blank spaces with the correct words.

1. Symbol of racism

10 29 40 28 3

2. Protesters on buses

3% 12 36 15 19 4 25 31
3. Alabama city where a church was bombed

30 27 11 N
4. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s, hometown

21 9 22 1 23
3. King’s school

38 14 g ] EEREO W S0
6. King’s philosophy: nonviolent

41 33 NG N 7

8. Woman who refused to give up her seat on a bus

34 5 16 17
Numbers are underneath some of the letters. Put each numbered letter in the blank
with the same number. You will have a quotation from King’s “I Have a Dream” speech.

SRR SRS e 7 g 90 el 2B 14
26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44

Write the correct name above or below each photograph: Coretta Scott King, Mohandas Gandhi,
President Lyndon B. Johnson, Rosa Parks, Ralph Abernathy.
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Answens:

Paces 18-19:

TimELINE:

1863: Emancipation Proclamation

1870: 15th Amendment gives vote to black men
1896: Supreme Court rules “separate but equal”
1929: King is born

1954: Supreme Court rules“separate but equal”
schools are unconstitutional

1955: Bus boycott begins

1963: “I Have a Dream” speech

1964: King receives Nobel Peace Prize

1965: Voting Rights Bill is passed

1968: King is assassinated

He Hao A Daeam:

1. Jim Crow; 2. Freedom Riders; 3. Birmingham;
4. Atlanta; 5. Morehouse College; 6. resistance;

7. Ralph Abernathy; 8. Rosa Parks. “Now is the time
to make real the promises of democracy.”

Who Ane Trese PeopLE? Top row, left to right: Presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson, Coretta Scott King, Rosa
Parks; bottom row, left to right: Ralph Abernathy,
Mohandas Gandhi.
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On THE Gover: Portrait of Martin Luther King, Jr.
Woodfin Camp: Dan Budnik.

PicTure CRenits: Bob Adelman: p.4 center right (rest
room), p.5 upper left (boy jumping), p.5 lower left
(“Colored Only” sign), p.5 lower lefi (“Colored
Balcony” sign), pp.10-11 (King giving speech), p.13
center right {march), p.14 top lefi (voting card), p.16
lower right (King funeral), p.17 lower right (King
funeral procession). AP Wide World: p.7 lower right
(King cleaning slum), p.8 upper right (Rosa Parks), p.9
upper right (King with Coretta Scott King), p.13 center
left (King in jail), p.14 bottom left (King with Nobel
Peace Prize), p.14 top center (King and policeman),
p-15 top right (King and President Johnson); Fred
Blackwell, pp.12-13 top center (sit-in). Archive Photos:
p-19 lower left (Lyndon B. Johnson). Black Star: Roger
Malloch, p.19 top (King speaking); Charles Moore,
p-13 bottom right (firemen with high-powered hose
aimed at demonstrators), p.15 upper left (woman on
ground); Flip Schulke, p.3 lower left (King giving ser-
mon). Corbis Images: p.17 upper right (King at micro-
phone), p.17 lower right (James Earl Ray); Bettman/
CORBIS, p.9 lower left (King with hat), p.9 lower right
(King in jail cell), p.12 lower left (King in hospital),
p.16 top (“I Am a Man” march}, p.19 bottom left
(Ralph Abernathy); Flip Schulke, p.3 bottom right
(street sign). Culver Pictures: p.4 center left (slave’s
back), p.5 center right (“Amos ‘n‘ Andy”). Benedict J.
Fernandez: p.6 center (King family albums). James Kar-
ales: p.7 lower left (King family and swing set), p.13
top right (King speaking in church), pp.14-15
(marchers on hill), p.19 bottom center (Coretta Scott
King). Life Magazine: p.8 lower right (police officer and
black driver), p.19 lower right (Rosa Parks); Don
Cravens, p.9 top right {woman with box on head);
Frank Dandridge, p.13 lower left (girl with bandaged
eyes); Carl Iwasaki, p.5 bottom right (girls); Joseph
Louw, p.16 lower left (King’s assassination); Paul
Schutzer, p.12 lower right (Freedom Riders}, p.2-3 top
(King greeting people). LPW Inc.: Richard Griffith, p.2
bottom center (Gandhi), p.19 bottom right (Gandhi).
Photo Researchers: Kenneth Murray, p.4 lower left (Ku
Klux Klan). Dan Weiner: p.6 top left (King’s birth
house), p.7 top (King family on church steps), p.8
center (King’s house at night), p.9 center right (buses).
Woodfin Camp: Dan Budnik, p.15 top center (King and
others marching).

OnigiNaL [LLusTRATIONS:

Acme Design Company: Map of Deep South, p.3;
Timeline, p.18.

Michael Kline Illustration: Design a Monument, p.18.
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