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to enforce decisions made by Congress. |

The S“p reme Law And there were no national courts. "!

Congress could ask the states for money

0f the La“d - to pay national debts, but it could not
force the states to pay. And many states
What if there was no such thing as did not pay. }
a president of the country? What if By 1787, many leaders feared that !
the government had no money to pay the new country would fall apart without if
soldiers? What if every state had a a stronger central government. They
different kind of money and yowhad-— - called for a meeting of delegates from
to change money when you crossed a all of the states. The goal was to make
state border? Allof this was true during changes in the Articles of Confederation.
the country’s first years. The 13 states But once the delegates had gathered,
had loose ties under a document called they realized that a bigger change was
- the Articles of Confederation. But, in needed. They wrote a brand-new docu-
| general e&q‘?@t&te did as it pleased. ment. It is called the Constitution. It

- Th e ‘was a Congress, where ea,ch state is the supreme law of the land.
' vote. But there was no pr sident '

i-'_f.l'ead'eré from e
Marylandand
Virginia met. »f."n“ s
They discussed e
navigation on the
Potomac River,
which ran be-
tween the two
states. After-

~ wards, Virginia
~ calledforatrade

. conferenceofall

et the states. Only

3% five states attend- =

s ed. But Alexander

: Hamitton (above)

-
o

S of New York
'l‘ ~ persuaded the
e, . others to call for

.,,-j acﬂnventlon oﬁ»
e all the sta _
- goalwasto «rews% o
Y the Articles of :
Confederation.
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> AFTER THE 4 P Y THe Economic rose upinarmed  down Shays’s
Revolutionary 20 problems were rebellion. They re-  Rebellion. Eventu-
War, the country ! ﬁ < especially hard fused to pay their  ally, state troops
fell into an eco- e on farmers. If they  state taxes. They ended the revolt.
nomic depression. g pee couldn’t pay their  shut down the But the event
Few people would i3, “9s B debts, their land local courts. The made many think
accept the nation- '}@, et el was taken from men were led by that a stronger
al government’s i pamt - them. They were Daniel Shays. central govern-
printed money. merchants did That made the put in prison. In The national ment was needed.
They thought it not know what goods more Massachusetts, government was
was worthless. to charge for expensive. Some in 1786, some helpless to put
Each state printed  their goods. believed that a 1,200 farmers

its own money. Also, some states  stronger central
This made trade collected atax on  government
among the states goods imported would help the
hard. Farmers and  from other states.  economy.



The Constitntional =

Convention

On May 25, 1787, delegates from
seven states met in Philadelphia.
Their goal was to revise the
“Articles of Confederation. Soon,
delegates from five more states
arrived. Of the original states,
only Rhode Island wasn’t repre-
sented. Some of the most famous
names in America were there.
Benjamin Franklin, at 80, was the
oldest. George Washington served
as chair. John Adams and Thomas
Jefferson were absent. Both were
in Europe as ambassadors for

the new country. Others did not
go because they did not want a
stronger central government.
Patrick Henry, John Hancock,
and Samuel Adams fell into this
category. Through the long, hot
summer, the delegates debated
many issues. In the end, they
changed history.

the convention, he
drew up a list of
the most impor-
tant points to be
covered. At the
convention, he
took detailed
notes. Thanks to
Madison; there
was.a written
je&)rd of the
. meetings.

A No oNE WORKED
harder for the
convention than
James Madison
of Virginia. From
France, Thomas
Jefferson had sent
him hundreds
of books about
government.
Madison read
them all. Before

Y SOME DELEGATES
did not like the
Virginia Plan.
They worried that
the states would
lose all their power

VIRGINIA CAME TO gates realized that

they were going

way beyond el
it calted for revising the T L
two houses of Articles They '

Congress. Each
member of Con-
gress would have
one vote. Under

were crealing a
binding law for
a new nation.
The meeting had

the Articles of turned into the
Confederation, Constitutional
gach state had Convention.

only one vote,
The plan also
proposed an
executive and a
judicial branch of
the government.
Congress would
appoint the mem-
bers of these.
Soon, the dele-
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to the national of the country’s

government. But problems. A said the number

others believed strong national of members of

that arguments government Congress from . 11
among the states  would fix that. each state should -~
were the source | be based on the A

| state’s population.
' Smaller states
didn’t like this.
| The Great Com-
promise provided
a solution. It said
every slale would
send two senators
fo the Senatg. The
number of meni-
bers a siate could
send to the House
of Representa-
tives would be
based on the

state’s popu_lah‘ e




Y The NorTH AND
South disagreed
about whether
slaves should be
counted as part
of a state’s popu-
lation. The South
said yes. This
would give south-
ern states more
members in Con-
gress. The North
said no. It argued

that slaves were
treated as proper-
ty. Why should
they be counted
as people? Again,
a compromise
was reached. The
Three-Fifths Com-
promise said that

~each enslaved

person would be
counted as three-
fifths of a person.

A By SEPTEMBER,
the delegates had
agreed on what
the new document
should say. A
committee put it
in final written
form. Several
delegates had
already left the
convention. Three
of those remain-

ing refused to
sign it. On Sep-
tember 17, 1787,
39 men signed
the final draft.
Now it was in
the hands of the
states. Nine had
to ratify, or agree
to it, before it
could become the
law of the land.




Article | contains
an elastic clause.

| CHECK IT OuT!
What else does

| Article Il call for?

| (answer on back cover) |

= Ranana) from the subseriber:

'TUESDAY MORNING, 26th DLTI

My negro boy cafling himsclf Ses ¢
The sold negre is about 3 feet s i
helght, chosant colur, has a aear
perlip,das senst conntenanes whe
to, blinkeryed, showing » great
bite, feng bushy hnidr, i about
rars old, hnd on v hen helefin bl
1. pantalosay of it mreyinh

ped shivt, A BLACK SLOUC
. ore out if
-’,r Ml

ARTICLE 111

Article |1l says
that one Supreme
Court will head
the judicial branch.
Justices serve for
life as long as
they commit no
crime. Congress
has the power

1o set up lower
courts as needed.
The Supreme
Court has the
power to decide
arguments about
how the Constitu-
tion should be in-
terpreted. Article
11l also defines
treason, the act
of betraying the
country. It gives
Congress the
power to punish

treason.

@ For an explanation of the Constitution, section by section. see usconstitution.net/constquick




ARTICLE VI

Article VI has

three clauses.

The debts of the

previous govern-

ment must still

be paid. The

Constitution is

the supreme law

of the land. All i<

federal and state | Constitution?
officials must

fake an oath of
allegiance to the
Constitution. But
public officials
cannot be required
to follow a particu-
lar religion.

(answer on back cover)

Tue 1954 0.S.
SupremE GCourt, wHiCH
ENDED SEGREGATION IN
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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sTo Ratify or
Not to Ratify?

The new Constitution was sent
to the states, and each state was
to call a convention. There, dele-
gates would vote to ratify or not

ratify. Then the real debate began.

Those who supported the Con-
stitution were called Federalists.
(Federal refers to a central
government.) They thought the
country would do better with a
stronger central government.

Those who were opposed to this

idea were called Anti-Federalists.

There were many reasons why
people were against the Constitu-
tion. Some thought a central
government wouldn’t care about
local issues. Some said it would
overwhelm the states and take
away the people’s rights. Some
feared the government would be
taken over by “the few and the
great.” Some said the president

would have too much power. 'I"_ ¢

Some said the slavery clauses
were immoral. The strongest
argument against the document
was that it did not state the rights
of the people.

essays and letters

| < ThReE stares— ! gf
Delaware, Penn-
sylvania, and New | the
Jersey—quickly
ratified. Georgia
and Connecticut
soon followed.
The smaller states,
saw the advantage
of strengthin
numbers. Con-
necticut and New
Jersey had been

Topay, GROUPS
express their
opinions on TV
and the Internet.
Until radio in

the early 20th
century, people
depended on

ink and paper or
public speeches.
James Madison,
Alexander Hamil-
ton, and John
Jay wrote 85
essays in favor ’
of the Gonstitu- Y 4
tion, called The '
Federalist Papers.
Others wrote

in opposition. . .
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A EVEN THOUGH NINE
states had ratified,
two of the most
powerful states
had not. Many
wondered if a
country without
New York and
Virginia could
survive. In Virgin-
ia, Patrick Henry
and other heroes
of the Revalution
spoke against the
Constitution. They
thought it needed
a bill of rights.
The state finally

_ ratified in June

1788. The New
York convention
had a majority of
Anti-Federalists.
Many New York-
ers believed the
Union would not
succeed without
Virginia. Alexan-
der Hamilton was
a powerful voice
for ratification.
When Virginia
ratified, New York
gave in. On July
26, 1788, New
York became

the 11th state

- to ratify.

’X Ay 2 /_

o \ Y THE LAST TWO against agnding' 1-——“—:
e é idom were the Constitution '-ﬁ oy
A& ~ North ba_rgna to a state con!
and Rhode Island, =i "

< Auﬂ-Fenenum-'.'---_ e
in Massachusetts. ¢
included Samuel i ‘- )

Adams and John
Hancock (left),
heroes of the Rev-
olution. The Fed~
eralists won them
over by promising
to push for a bill
of rights as soon
as the Constitu-
tion was ratified.

A New Hmrsums
had a hard time
deciding. There
were the usual
arguments
against. Also,
some in the state

Were upposed
because tl;le
Constitution did
not end stavery.
But in June 1788,
New Hampshire
became the ninth
state to ratify. The
Constitution went
into effect for
those nine states.
The Union was
gstablished.

Two conventions
in North Garolina
failed to ratify.
Then, in Novem-
ber 1789, North
Carolina ratified.
Rhode Island
voted seven times

more than a 'ye'a’t;f
after George i
Washington took
office as the first
president (below),
Rhode Island, the
smallest state,
joined the Union.
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James Manison
became known s
the “Father of the
Constitution.” He
made speeches,
negotiated with
delegates, forged
compromises,
and kept a record
of the debates-dnd
decisians that
occurred at the
Constitutienal

€onvention.
Madison told the
delegates that the
plan they came .
up with would
“decide forever
the fate of republi-
can government.”
DOther men who
‘helped write the
Conpstitution in-

cluded Gouverneur .

Morris, John

Dickinson, Ed-
mund Randolph,
Roger Sherman,
James Wilsan,
and George
Wythe. Morris put
the Convention’s

-reselutions and

decisions into
polished form.
He actually
“wrote” the

'_Gonstit'uﬁen.




